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STUDY QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1.	 What is the difference between government institutions and government struc-
tures? How many examples of structures and institutions can you identify?

2.	 Consider the impact of political culture on government structures and institutions 
and how the political culture affects what is possible in a given nation. How might 
this concept help to explain some of the difficulties that the United States has had 
with Iraq and other countries around the world?

3.	 Explain the differences among unitary, federal, and confederal systems. Under what 
circumstances might one system be preferred over another?

4.	 How did Aristotle differentiate among the types of government, and what basic 
types did he identify? What factors are likely to stand in the way of a nation that tries 
to create ideal institutions?

www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html. The 
World Factbook, the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) profile of countries 
around the world, contains a wealth of historical, political, and geographic 
information.

www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers. This site offers the complete 
collection of The Federalist Papers.

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs. The Library of Congress’s Country Studies site 
contains information about the social, economic, political, and national secu-
rity systems of countries around the world.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm. The BBC Country 
Profiles site contains historical, political, and economic information about 
countries around the world.

www.nytimes.com/pages/cartoons. The New York Times political cartoons 
section showcases a collection of current political cartoons by syndicated 
cartoonists.

www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage. This site presents a good history 
of the British Parliament.
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